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some of whom were, while others were not, connected with
missions. The Indian Church was being gradually, perhaps
in some places rapidly, organized; Native clergymen were
ordained, deacons lay-readers and catechists appointed. For
the maintenance of this organization, the Native Christians were
raising funds according to their slender means. So numerous
were the candidates for confirmation and the applicants for
admission to the several grades of ecclesiastical service, and
consequently so fast was the demand increasing for the exercise
of episcopal functions, that the appointment of two missionary
Bishops had become necessary, mainly for Madura and Tinne-
velly. Subsequently, too, a third Bishop has been appointed for
the neighbouring territory of Travancore. As we travelled
through the country I met many Native Christians at different
times and places, I also passed often by their villages. My
conversation with them impressed me with their simple and
absolute fidelity, their loyal feeling towards their European
pastors, their resolute desire to transmit the faith unimpaired to
their children. They seemed quite to feel that they had a
religion and a religious system, which served as a light amidst
the surrounding darkness, and the idea of keeping that lamp
alight was familiar to their imagination. The ancestral senti-
ment, which in all secular matters has so much sway over them,
immediately asserts itself in respect to the faith of their adoption.
Many of them referred with pride to the conversion of their
fathers or grandfathers, and regarded the early missionaries as
heroes who vanquished error. Such feelings will doubtless grow
in strength from generation to generation. These Christian
communities are now becoming so extensive and wide-spread
that an estimate of their character and conduct can be formed
with confidence. On that subject I never heard but one opinion
from magistrates, civil officers and independent observers,
namely this, that these people are well-behaved, law-abiding,
free from crime, temperate, harmless"; that they are more regular
in sending their children to school than their neighbours of
other religions, a very important point; that they are
amenable to the advice of their pastors, and attentive to